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[page 2, lines 18-21] 

As shown in FIGs. 1 and 2, at the start of the winding step, the mandrel 1 is disposed 
in a manner that the top end of the mandrel 1 is level with the sloped surface 3. The sloped 
surface can be used as a work table. As shown in FIG 2, the glass tube 1 1 which has already 
been heated and made in a slightly deformable state is inserted between the loading means 2 
and disposed on the sloped surface 3. The dotted line represents the glass tube 1 1 in the 
insertion process. 
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